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1. A SPOKESMAN FOR THE HOME AND PANCHAYAT MINSTRY MAY 31 ATTACKED 
WHAT HE TERMED AS "FALSE,IMAGINARY AND MALICIOUS" PRESS REPORTS 
WHICH CONTINUED TO APPEAR IN INDIA REGARDING THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
SITUATION IN NEPAL. THE OFFICIAL NOTED PRESS REPORTS THAT "THOUSANDS 
OF POLITICAL WORKERS" WERE BEING DETAINED IN NEPAL. HE STATED THAT 
THE HOME MINISTRY HAS TIME AND AGAIN DENIED REPORTS OF POLITICAL 
PRISONERS AND PUBLLISHED ACCURATE EIGURES OF PERSONS BEING HELD UNDER 
THE PUBLIC SECURITY ACT. AS OE MAY 31, THE SPOKESMAN CONTINUED, 41 
PERSONS ARE BEING HELD UNDER THE ACT. 

2. IN REPLYING TO A QUESTION ON AN INCIDENT IN 1975 IN WHICH FOUR 
PRISONERS WERE SHOT BY POLICE "WHILE ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE" 

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD MADE THE INCIDENT 
PUBLIC IMMEDIATELY AND HAD LAUNCHED AN INVESTIGATION TO DETER- 
MINE THE CAUSE OF THE SHOOTING. THAT INVESTIGATION HAD SHOWN 
THAT THE POLICE HAD NO CHOICE BUT TO EIRE IN SELF-DEFENSE. 
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3. COMMENT: THE OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY THE MINISTRY WILL 
CERTAINLY SERVE THE GOVERNMENT'S CAMPAIGN TO TRY TO KEEP THE 
INDIAN PRESS IN LINE, A CAMPAIGN WHICH CLEARLY HAS THE BACK- 
ING OE THE HIGHEST LEVELS IN KATHMANDU. ALHOUGH WE HAVE NO 
INDEPENDENT FIGURES OF POLITICAL PRISONERS CURRENTLY JAILED 
IN NEPAL WE ACCEPT THE OEFICIAL STATEMENT THAT 41 ARE BEING 
DETAINED UNDER THE PUBLIC SECURITY ACT. THAT, HOWEVER, EXCLUDES 
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OTHERS-PERHAPS AS MANY AS 150-BEING HELD ON OTHER CHARGES, 

INCLUDING THE TREASON ACT. 

EAVES 
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